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Abstract. This report examines trade entering and leaving the United States through the Gulf of Mexico and 
its 16 major ports - a region extending from southern Florida to southern Texas. It is designed as a tool for 
planning or reaction in the 109th Congress, 2nd session, as Congress continues to deal with the hurricanes’ 
aftermath; and as a resource to help quickly identify some of the potential trade effects of any other natural 
or manmade disaster that might strike the U.S. Gulf coast. Included are five graphs, a map, and a table 
summarizing specific trade data for the 16 ports. Finally, this report looks at potential trade implications of any 
such disasters and identifies some policy issues. 
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Summary 



This report examines trade entering and leaving the United States through the Gulf 
of Mexico and its 16 major ports — a region extending from southern Florida to 
southern Texas. It is designed as a tool for planning or reaction in the 109 th Congress, 
2 nd session, as Congress continues to deal with the hurricanes’ aftermath; and as a 
resource to help quickly identify some of the potential trade effects of any other natural 
or manmade disaster that might strike the U.S. Gulf coast. Included are five graphs, a 
map, and a table summarizing specific trade data for the 16 ports. Finally, this report 
looks at potential trade implications of any such disasters and identifies some policy 
issues. It will not be updated. 1 



Purpose of This Report 

The Gulf of Mexico can be likened to a gigantic harbor whose span is roughly equal 
to one-half the distance between the U.S. Atlantic and Pacific coasts. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that roughly 80% of the value of all trade that enters or leaves the United States 
along the Gulf coast does so by water. 

The strength of the Gulf harbor is that it is somewhat protected and centrally located 
for easy water access to Europe and the Mediterranean, Africa, South America, or, 
through the Panama Canal, Asia. The problem with the Gulf, however, is that, because 
of recent weather changes, it has been the site of increased numbers of higher intensity 
hurricanes. These include Hurricane Katrina, which struck the Gulf Coast on August 29, 
2005, and Hurricane Rita which struck the Gulf coast on September 24, 2005, temporarily 
closing or partially closing five of the 16 trade ports 2 and paralyzing the massive network 



1 Carolyn Smith and Michael Donnelly, KSG-FDT, CRS, provided statistical assistance. 

2 See Table 1 footnotes for a list of ports affected. For other reports on Hurricane Katrina and 
its effects on commerce, see CRS Report RL33075, U.S. Agriculture After Hurricane Katrina: 
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